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PRov. xiv. 34. 


Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation: But 
in is the reproach of any people. 
of ſelf-intereſt, when it takes up ſo 


N much of our thoughts, and we are con- 


tinually deſigning the means of its increaſe 
and ſecurity. There is one way of doing 
this, not ſo commonly. thought of, though per- 
haps more effectual than ſome others, I mean 
the encouraging Publick Viriue. For our perſonal 
intereſt and happineſs have a neceſſary and una- 
voidable connection with the publick ſtate of 
things, and conſequently the proſperity of the 
one muſt give ſo much advantage and ſecurity to 

the other. | 
If we defire our private Schemes of intereſt 
ſhould ſucceed, we ſhould equally deſire that the 
publick welfare might be eſtabliſhed : But if, on 
the contrary, we promote publick evils and dif 
orders, and perhaps may gain by them ; in the 
end ſuch a conduct muſt turn to our greater pre- 
judice, He that is injurious to his Country, is 
A 2 really 


O one can be ignorant of the force 


4 Viriue tb Baſis 
really injurious to himſelf; to his innocence, to 
his reputation, to the ſtability of his fortune and 
family. The love of our Country therefore 
ſhould be the predominant affection in us, be- 
cauſe it really involves in it all others of a private 
nature. £ 1 | 
Publick Happineſs is now the object to engage 
us. We are to humble ourſelves before God tor 
our ſins, that he might lift us up; to . r his 
protection and bleſſing on our national affairs, 
during the preſent war. That I might cheriſh 
the diſpoſitions becoming us on this occaſion, I 
cannot do. better, than point out that object, 
which has a direct influence and tendency to pro- 
mote publick happineſs, and that is VigTve. 
Virtue makes men Noble, Friendly, and Uſeful; 
ſecures the moſt favourable conjunctures; ſtrength- 
ens all the bands of ſociety; and perpetuates the 
happy fruits of our labour and toil to after gene- 
rations, (1 
This, I conceive, to be the truth contained in 
this Aphoriſm of Wiſdom, righteouſneſs exalteth a 
nation, but fin is the reproach of any people, i. e. Re- 
ligion and Virtue have a direct influence on pub- 
lick happineſs; to exalt a nation by increaſing its 
ſtrength at home, and credit abroad: But Vice 
has a quite different tendency, wiz. to bring a 
Nation into reproach ; into weakneſs, contempt 
and ruin, Upon this Principle the wiſe man 
adds a very uſeful inſtruction to Kings, in the 
following verſe ; The King*s favour is towards a 
wiſe ſervant: But his wrath is againſt him that 
rauſeth ſhame, i. e. a good Prince will always en- 
courage a virtuous Miniſtry, and never ſuffer 
vice to ſhare in his authority and adminiſtra- 
tion; | 
The word righteouſneſs in Scripture ſometimes ſig- 
nilies the mercy and goodneſs of God; ſometimes 
* 5 tho 
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of Publick Happineſs. 5 
the particular virtue of juſtice in man; butinother 
paſſages it has a more extenſive ſenſe, It ſignifies 
the ſame as moral rectitude, or ſuch a temper and 
conduct as are right; agreeable to the reaſon of 
things, and the will of God. It comprehends 
in it, Juſtice, Equity, Truth, Fidelity, Peace, 
Love, the acknowledgment and veneration of 
God, and whatever elle is included in the notion 
of Holineſs, and Natural Piety. I need not ſtay 
to prove this to be its meaning here, when Sin 
is put in contraſt to it, i. e. injuſtice, fraud, and 
all kinds of debauchery. he deſign of the 
text is to inſtruct us, that Virtue is the baſes of pub- 
lick happineſs. In ſupport of this truth . my de- 
ſign is 


PPD To ſhew what thoſe things are which exall 
a Nation. 

II.. . To prove, that Religion and Virtue will 
generally bave this effect. 

III.. . . To obſerve, what motive is here offered to 
engage us to att on this princple, namely, the 
preventing our reproach, 


I ſhall ſpeak diſtinctly to each of thoſe heads, 
and conclude with ſome ſuitable reflections on 
the ſubject. 


I. .. I am to ſhew Shat thoſe things are, which 
exalt a nation, and conſtitute publick happineſs ; which 
make us eaſy at home and reſpected abroad; 
which really increaſe our ſtrength, and give 
weight to all our councils and meaſures: And 
they are, I conceive, theſe following. 


1.) An happy Conſtitution of Government, Where- 
in the welfare, peace, and ſafety of the Go- 
verned is the Supreme Law, and the force of the 

Commu- 
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Community is directed to this as its Ultimate 
£nd.* This undoubtedly is the end of all Soci- 
ety, and therefore ought to be the principal Ob- 
ject of all Government. And where it is ſo, the 
fatisfation, honour and dignity of Governors 
will be equally great, admired and ſecure. 

Whatever Form things are thrown into, or by 
what hands ſoever government is adminiſtered, 
(and we muſt expect they ſhould be different, 
according to men's different ſentiments, inclina- 
tions and intereſts; and according to the various 
events, which affected the riſe and progreſs of 
their State : Yet I ſay whatever form they take) 
if the publick welfare be the principal object of 
attention; and reaſon and Jaw the invariable 
rule of conduct, that Conſtitution is well mo- 
delled; and it will be ſo much the better, the 
fewer inconveniencies and dangers it lies ex- 
poſed to. | 

Men have, it is true, warm and intereſting 
paſſions, but if they are only indulged to decent 
and-lawful freedoms, they would eaſily coincide 
with every ſuch conſtitution. The height of ho- 
nour would be to be uſeful; the glory of Em- 
pire to defend mankind z the ambition and zeal 
of every member to pay a cheerful ſubmiſſion to 
government. But then as mens paſſions are apt 
to grow exorbitant, we ſhall find the love of 
riches, power, and dominion will many times 
endanger the publick ſafety. | 
To lodge the ſupreme power in the hands of 
ene, and ſubject us to his will, is the dreadful 
form of ſlavery : To give a ſhare to al muſt lead 
us into anarchy and confuſion, That ſeems the 


happieſt conſtitution of any other, that has in it a 
mixture 


* Ollis (Sci. yracteribas, judicibus, coxſal abus, ) falus po- 
pauli ſuprema lex eſto. 
Cic. de Leg. III. 3: 
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of Publick Happineſs. 7 
mixture of all ranks and, pretenſions, and fuch a 
moderate ſhare of honourable and lucrative poſts, 
as might reward the fidelity, vigilance and care 
of thoſe, who devote themſelves to the ſervice of 
the Publick. I ſay a moderate ſhare, becauſe 
ſhould they be multiplied too much, they would 
tempt men to be profuſe or venal; to forget the 
Publick, or impoveriſh it; and either way pub- 
lick ruin muſt be inevitable. 

Men may be biaſſed by an honeſt partiality to- 
wards that Form of Government, they were born 
under; yet, I conceive, we have reaſon in ſay- 
ing, that ours is the belt in the world, as it is a 
moſt equal and ſecure diſtribution of the Supreme 
Power into the hands of King, Lords and Com- 
mons. This conſtitutes neither a Monarchy, nor 
a Democracy; but ſuch a mixed Legiſlature, as 
takes in all ranks; ſuch a ſcheme of government 
as Is wiſely framed out of all others, and adopts 
what is good from each of them. Here the ſu- 
preme power 1s meaſured out in ſuch proportion, 
and with ſuch effect, that each of the three 
Eſtates can put a negative on the proceedings of 
the other two. And conſequently they have each 
ſuch an independency, which ought to be pre- 
ſerved ſacred and inviolable, that one part may 
be a proper check on the other, on any appear- 
ance of deviation from the publick good. In 
ſuch a conſtitution no law can have force without 
the conſent of all; and no ruin affect them with- 
out the ſame concurrence. If ſuch a fabrick falls, 
it muſt be accompliſhed with our own hands, and 
I know nothing ſo likely to prepare for it as Bri- 
bery and Corruption, > The People therefore, 


who have a right to chuſe one of thoſe Eſtates, 
ſhould, 


Þ Vendidit hic auro patriam, dominumque potentem 
Impoſuit: fixit leges p retio atque refixit. 
| Virg. En. YI. 621. 
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ſhould, whilſt they are a free people, and happy 
in their Conſtitution, be ever jealous of this ini- 
quity z be perſuaded that every Bribe, given or 
taken, is a wrong motive of action, and a real 
approach to this deteſtable Parricide. 

Thus happy are we in the frame of our go- 
vernment, where Law, founded in reaſon, and 
publick benefit, is the univerſal rule to Gover- 
nors and Governed, Thus are we exalted above 
all other nations of the Earth. 


2.) A due Execution of laws exalteth a nation. 
The beſt conſtitution in the world, and the com- 
pleateſt body of laws would be of no ſignifica- 
tion or benefit, unleſs they operated on proper 


occaſions. In ſociety not only good laws muſt 
be made, but a power to enforce the obſervance 


of them; a power that ſhall give the apprehen- 
ſion of greater Evil in tranſgreſſing the law, than, 
ſome may imagine, in obeying it. By this 
means the regard which men have to their own 
intereſt, ſafery, and life, will effectually ſecure 

mine z 


© We have the concurring opinion of two very great men, 
Cicero and Tacitus, in favour of ſuch a conſtitution as ours, 
before any other form of Government. Though the Hiſto- 
rian thought it an happineſs rather to be admired and wiſhed 
for, than obtained, and that, could it be obtained, it would 
not laſt long. But our Experience has hitherto confuted his 
judgment, and we hope, as the moſt complete is the moſt 
likely to continue, that it will endure to the moſt diſtant 
ages. 

Statuo eſſe optimè conſtitutam rempublicam, quae ex tri- 
bus generibus illis, regali, optimo, et populari confuſa mo- 
dice, nec puniendo irritet animum immanem ac ferum; nec 
omnia praetermittendo, licentia cives deteriores reddat. 

| Cic. de repub. I. II. frag. 

Nam cunctas nationes et urbes populus, aut primores, aut 
ſinguli regunt : delecta ex his, et conſtituta reipublicae for- 
ma, laudari facilius quam evenire, vel fi evenit, haud diy- 
turna eſſe poteſt. 

, Tacit. ann. IV. 33. 
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rupt deſires and paſſions without ſhame, fear, or 
reſtraint, all things muſt run into confuſion, a 
every man would be the judge and executioner o 
his own reſentments. 

When a ſtrict diſcipline is preſerved ; when 
the laws are reverenced, and vice has no coun- 
tenance from authority, all things go well, and 
every man purſues his duty and intereſt without di- 

| B ſturbance, 


, ne | 

: © Quid enim eſt jus civile? Quod neque inflecti gratia, ne- 
2 perfringi potentia, neque adulterari pecunia poſſit. Quod 
1 non modo oppreſſum, ſed etiam deſertum, aut negligen- 
tius adſervatum erit; nihil eſt, quod quiſquam ſeſe habere 
certum, aut a patrs accepturum, aut relicturum liberis arbi- 
tretur, Cic. orat. pro Caccin. 26, 
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ſturbance. The face of things will be all ſerene, 
and the buſineſs of life a pleaſure, 


2.) A firm ana ſettled union exalts a nation. And 
this conſiſts in a general concurrence of all heads 
and hearts to promote the publick welfare. 
Though men have different wills and intereſts, 
yet when thoſe are conducted in ſubſerviency to a 
general intereſt; when men are ready to abate 
their pretenſions, and recede a little from private 
right to ſecure the main ſtake, then they are 
a well compact body, and muſt carry ſome 
weight into all their reſolutions and meaſures. 

We have lately ſeen what it is for men, in a 
common danger, to unite into one concern and 
endeavour for their defence. The ſame diſpoſi- 
tion ſhould prevail in the ordinary courſe of 
things. The variety of mens tempers is perfectly 
conſiſtent with ſuch an union, becauſe they are 
led to this center by the very ſame publick ſpirit. 
An union or friendſhip that is not conducted 
by this ſpirit, deſerves not the name of any vir- 
tue; but 1s a faction, a conſpiracy, a ſeditious 
combination of men, becauſe it is injurious to 
that, which ought to be the conſtant object of 
our affection and zeal, viz. Publick Good. 

In ſuch a ſtate of Union all things move regu- 
larly on, and the force of the Community is kept 
more entire to the diſcouragement of imbred 
factions and foreign invaſions* ; and conſequently 
ſuch a nation muſt be exalted. 


4.) A 


* This union was of the greateſt adyantage to us, when the 
Spaniards invaded us, as a French Hiſtorian obſerves. ** The 
*« dreadful Armada did not find the Exgliſb either lulled aſleep 
by the vain treaties of Peace, with which the council of 
** Spain ſought to amuſe them; or divided among themſelves 
about Religion; or terrified by that enormous force, of 


* which the Spaniards had made their boaſt, ſeconded we 
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4.) A proſperous courſe of Trade muſt exalt a na- 
tion, as it gives it a diſtinction and importance 
amongſt other nations. When all heads and 
hands are employed to improve our own commo- 
ditiesz and, by an home conſumption, or foreign 
exportation, enlarge the conveniencies of life, every 
thing is in a right ſtate. Every one has his pro- 
per buſineſs and work; no hands are idle, and 
every one ſhares in the returns of Profit. 

A fraudulent clandeſtine trade, ſuch I mean 
as is not ſubject to the neceſſary taxes and im 
ſitions of Government, muſt produce the worſt 
conſequences, Ir bids defiance to laws, in the 
ſame manner as treaſon and rebellion do; it aſ- 
faults the life and power of fair dealing, and 
ſtraitens the ſubſiſtence of the induſtrious poor: 
And if at the ſame time it carries both money and 
intelligence to our moſt determined Enemies, 
every one muſt feel the miſchief of this Evil, and 

conſequently muſt think, that it cannot be too 
ſoon or too ſeverely ſuppreſſed, 

On the contrary when the fruits of induſtry, 
art, and ſcience are duly encouraged, and pro- 
tected; and an eaſy circulation of buſineſs ob- 
tains, all ranks and degrees of men will find their 
account init, Every thing will flouriſh, and the 
nation make new acquiſitionsof wealth and power, 
and theſe will command reſpect. 


5. And laſtly; the firm and full poſſeſſion of Li- 
berty will exalt a nation. Liberty implies freedom 
of action, or a power of diſpoſing our perſons, 
properties and enjoyments, agreeable to our own 
{ſentiments and choice, without being hindered 

B 2 "Mx 
the fulminations of Pope Six#us againſt Queen Elizaberh : 
Hut all perfectly united together, all firmly determined ani 


well prepared, to defend the honoar of the Generous Queen, 
and the Liberty of their native Country,”— Megeray. 
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or controled by any. Not that this is a bound- 


leſs licenſe to act in all reſpects as we pleaſe, or to 
indulge our deſires and paſſions whatever they 
are. This would introduce confuſion on many 
occaſions, and really endanger the publick ſafe- 


ty. I know of no power, call it ſupreme or ſub- 


ordinate, but what is neceſſarily limited by the 
reaſon and fitneſs of things; and therefore our 
ſentiments and choices muſt be ſuppoſed in this 
argument to be reaſonable. 

It is a . ſubject to reaſon that is the pri- 
vilege of rational creatures; and it is a Libert 
ſubject to law, that is the glory of Britains. And 
as in the one caſe, reaſon is ſuppoſed to be right- 
ly informed; ſo in the other, law is ſuppoſed to 
be founded in juſtice and equity. | 
This legal Liberty exalts a nation, as it gives 
ſecurity and protection to our Perſons, Proper- 
ties and Religion, which all men naturally de- 
ſire —— When we are free from pains, impri- 
ſonments, and the fear of death, unleſs we have 
deſerved either; when, in caſes where life is put 
in danger by the imputation of crimes, we are 
admitted to a fair and open trial; and, as with 
us, our peers are our judges, 7. e. ſuch as are of 
our own rank and condition, and are ſuppoſe 
to know beſt the nature and circumſtances of the 
fact in queſtion, This is a noble privilege, and 
protects a man from the reſentment and partia- 
lity of his ſuperiors. When we enjoy 
our properties without being liable to unknown 

and 


* 


f Vos, quorum pratia in ſuffragiis conſiſtit, libertas in le- 
gibus, honos in judiciis et aequitate magiſtratus, et res famili- 
ares in pace, omni ratione otium tenere debetis, 

Cic. de leg. agr. II. 37. 


3 Omnes autem homines natura libertati ſtudere, et condi- 
tionem ſervitutis odiſſe. Caeſ. b. IX. 3, 10. 
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and . illegal impoſitions; when we can call 
them our own, and diſpoſe of them as we 

eaſe ; when we can thus enjoy the fruits of our 
abour and leave them as an inheritance to our 
Children, or to ſuch uſes as charity and piety 
ſhall ſuggeſt: Then we enjoy a great advantage, 
and experience tells us, that the certainty of pro- 
perty always enhanſes its price and value h. 
Liberty in Religion includes in it a right to form 
our ſentiments of it from the word of God; and 
to profeſs it in a method ſuitable to the dictates 
of our own conſcience. On the favour of God de- 
pends our preſent and future happineſs, and no- 
thing can be more reaſonable than that we ſhould 
ſerve and worſhip Him in that way we apprehend 
moſt pleaſing to him. But then it is equally rea- 
ſonable that we ſhould give the government we 
live under unqueſtionable proofs of our duty and 
affection; and ſhall certainly do it, unleſs we 
make ſedition, rebellion, and the violation of 
Faith parts of our Religion, as the Papiſts do, 
when it is for the advancement of the Catholic 
cauſe, 

When we can vſe this right without being 
ſubject to force and compulſion z when our pro- 
feſlion reſults not from fear, but choice; not from 
a dread of penal laws, but a ſenſe of duty and 
obligation, then we enjoy the moſt valuable pri- 

vilege, 

b My Lord Moleſworth in his account of Denmark, Ch. 
VI, VII, VIII. obſerves, that by the Peoples raſh ſurrender 
of their liberties to the King, and the inveſtiture of him with 
an hereditary and abſolute dominion ; the real value of lands 
ſunk more than half, every property became precarious, and the 
ruin of publick liberty was completed, by uniting in its ſtead 
two of the moſt inſupportable evils, poverty and ſlavery. A 
ſtanding caution to Britains againſt partiality, jealouſy and 
diſcontent, which ſuggeſted this ſudden revolution, and ac- 


compliſhed it in four days. Pauci prudentia honeſta ab dete- 
rioribus, utilia ab noxiis diſcernunt ; plures aliorum eventis 


docentur. Tac. Ann. IV. 33. 
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vilege, worth a living or dying for. And the 
Nations, who have preſerved the moſt inviolable 
thoſe rights of conſcience, have increaſed moſt in 
ſtrength and glory; in trade and riches; in peace 
and ſecurity. Men have ever the greateſt aver- 
ſion to reſtraints in thoſe things; no tyranny fo 
hateful as that over the conſcience ; no ſlavery fo 
abject and mean as that of the mind in the ſer- 
vice of God, and therefore men have been al- 
ways ready to fly from ſuch an infamous ſervi- 


tude i. 
Thoſe 


Principles of liberty ſeem ſo very clear in themſelves, and 
to be ſo friendly to all the intereſts of mank ind, that one 
would think great and good men ſhould not diſapprove of 
them: Yet they were never thoroughly underſtood till after 
the Revolution, i. e. not till we had made ſome experiments 
of the tendency of ſlaviſn principles, even to the hazard of our 
Conſtitution and Religion. All Parties amongſt us have, 
when uppermoſt, pretended to direct and compel the conſci- 
encies of others. This ſhews that power 1s a dangerous temp- 
tation to human weakneſs, and that it is difficult to poſleſs it 
and not abuſe it. Since that happy Ara, Liberty has ap- 
peared in all her charms ; and if thoſe are not pleaſed with it, 
who have other views than ee truth and righteouſneſs; 
we need not be ſurprized. Liberty compoſes and quiets the 
minds of men in their higheſt concerns, and would give no 
diſturbance to publick peace, or private friend{hips. ——We 
in this Kingdom have ſeen and felt ſo much of its happy ef- 
fe& on tr:de, that we muſt be very perverſe and prejudiced 
not to acknowledge it. Norwich is ſaid to be in fo little 
eſteem in Queen Elizabeth's time, that it was debated in 
Council whether it ſhould not be demoliſhed, as being a re- 
ceptacle of vagrants and idle perſons, dangerous to govern- 
ment. But D*Alva's perſecution and cruelty in the low 
countries forced the Flemins to fly to us for protection. And 
having permiſſion to ſettle here and at Co/chefter, and liberty 
of worſhipping God according to their conſciences, they ſet 
up their manufactures, and have been ever fince fo conſidera- 
ble for their trade and riches. The French Refugees have 
found an Aſylum amongſt us, a quiet and fafe retreat 
from perſecution, and they have brought with them ſome 
uſeful manufactures. I might have illuſtrated this argument 
from our own Hiſtory further, by ſhewing what immenſe 
miſchief perſecution has always procured to our commerce, 


I ſhall 


4 > 46-bit |; ; - —— 
4 PP e e e eee ee 


te 


1 
* 
4 
a 
* 
E 
2 
1 
{ 
a 
4 


of Publick Happineſs. 15 


* Thoſe are the things which exalt a nation ac- 


cording to the eſtimation of temporal greatneſs 
and power. Thus happy are we in thoſe nations, 


| Where liberty flouriſhes and property is ſecure ; 


where we have the free Exerciſe of Religion. 
Religion our nobleſt property, and our richeſt 
poſſeſſion. ——1 proceed 


| II. To prove that Religion and Virtue will con- 
tribute to this effef?;, or have a tendency thus to 
exalt a nation and promote publick happineſs. 
In ſupport of this I ſhall offer theſe conſiderations, 
which, taken together, will, I conceive, amount 
to a ſatisfactory proof of what I intend. 


I. . . God's moral government of the world. 
2... Che natural tendency of things. 
3. . . The conſtant experience of Mankind. 


Before I enter on thoſe heads, I muſt beg leave 
to explain what I mean by Religion and Virtue in 
this argument, that we might not uſe words 
without any certain and determinate ſenſe, and 
by that means Jeave the ſubject liable to miſcon- 
ſtruction or cenſure, 

By Religion and Virtue then-I mean the ſame 
as moral goodneſs, Such as reſults from the true 
fear of God, and love of man; from the exerciſe 
of reaſon, and thoſe kind and ſocial affections, 
which conſtitute our moral nature; ſuch, finally, 
as appears in the practice of juſtice, fidelity, 
truth, peaceablenels, temperance, c. which are 
the firm bands of union and ſociety. This is 
what I mean here by Religion and Virtue. 

Civil 


I ſhall conclude with obſerving that Holland, that has ever 
been the refuge of the oppreſſed for conſcience ſake, hath 
riſen, from the villages and huts of fiſhermen, to magnificent 
cities, to High and Mighty States, So it will always be, 


national happineſs will inlarge itſelf in proportion to Publick 
Liberty, 
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Civil Government, I apprehend, takes cogni- 
zance of human actions in no other view than as 
they are prejudicial to Society, and, perhaps, 
conſiders no further. their vitiofity and immora- 
ty. And therefore when we ſpeak of Religion 
and Virtue in relation to Government, we muſt 
confine the notion of it to ſuch things, as fall 
within its proper ſphere. As for any particular 
form, and mode of profeſſion, we fee men differ 
in their ſentiments about them; and will do ſo, 
whilſt they are men, and have a natural unalie- 
nable right to judge for themſelves. Neither can 
I apprehend any bad conſequences likely to pro- 
ceed from hence. If men ſincerely endeavour 
to know and do the will of God, we muſt in 
charity hope and believe, they will be acceptable 
to God, and conſequently ought not to be ſub- 
ject to the cenſure and anger of men, on account 
of ſuch differences. 

Variety has its beauty in the moral world as 
well as natural. All centering in God as the 
end; all conſpiring to exalt his perfections, 
though in different ways, muſt give things an a- 
greeable appearance, as they all reſult from prin- 
I Whereas the ſame, conſtant, uniform face 
of things may, poſſibly, produce dulneſs, and 
inattention, Religion, poſſibly, in this dreſs 
might degenerate into a lifeleſs form, and, if 
compelled, into a hateful hypocriſy. 

Nor will it follow from hence, that then all 
forms and profeſſions are indifferent, and a man 
might make his choice of any in the dark, No 
He is obliged to examine carefully the grounds 
he goes upon; he is to judge uprightly and impar- 
tially in the choice he makes for himſelf; he 
muſt guard againſt that peculiar frame and diſ- 
poſition of mind, which betrays men into errors. 


If after all this he ſnould be miſtaken, I cannot 
N believe 
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believe ſuch miſtake will affect his intereſt in the 
favour of God; becauſe he is ſuppoſed to do his 
beſt, and certainly a merciful God requires no 
more. Now, that, which will not prejudice him 
in God's favour, ought not in man's, i. e. he 
ought not to be reſtrained in profeſſing his reli- 
gion agreeable to the dictates of his own reaſon, 
and conſcience, 

I durſt not, in relation to Civil Government, 
extend the notion of Religion and Virtue beyond 
moral goodneſs, leſt I ſhould give countenance 
to perſecution. I am perſuaded the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate has authority to command, and enforce 
moral good, becauſe neceſſary to human Society. 
But ſhould we extend the notion of Religion here 
to take in the profeſſion of it, 1n this or the other 
form, or even Chriſtianity itſelf, I think it muſt 
follow as an unavoidable conſequence, that we 
muſt be all of the Magiſtrates Religion, and pro- 
feſs it in that way he preſcribes, becauſe he has 
a right to require what is neceſſary to human So- 
ciety, i. e. we muſt admit of a publick conſci- 
ence, and a publick leading in Religion, from 
which no one ought to differ. We muſt be Pa- 
piſt or Proteſtant, Sc. as we happen to fall under 
different Eſtabliſhments. And ſo unawares by 
ſuch an extenſive notion, we ſhall put all Reli- 
gions on an equal foot, and countenance the 1ni- 
quity and violence of perſecution. 

By Religion and Virtue then, on this ſubjeR, 
T mean the ſame as moral goodneſs; the natu- 
tural duties we owe to God, ourlelves, and 
one another, And I mult obſerve with re- 
gard to thoſe, that there is not ſuch variety 
in mens ſentiments; and yet they are of ſo 
much importance as to coincide with the ulti- 
mate views of Chriſtianity itſelf; and really con- 


ſtitute the life of Faith, and the image of God in 
the 
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the ſoul of Man k. Now that Religion and 
Virtue, in this ſenſe, have a tendency to pro- 
mote publick happineſs will appear 


FirsT—from God's moral Government of Man- 
kind. That there is a Providence I muſt now 
take for granted, as a principle contradicted by 
none, who pretend to any principles. The Lord 
reigneth let the Earth rejoice : Let the mulitude of Iſles 
be glad thereof !, His Government will be like 
himſelf holy, juſt, and good : Conſequently thoſe 
who act righteouſly muſt be the objects of his fa- 
vour, and thoſe who act wickedly, of his diſ- 
pleaſure, And fince Government without retri- 
butions, or a power to reward and puniſh, would 


k Tt may be proper here to obviate their prejudice, who 
have fixed a wrong idea to the word Morality, as if it meant 
no more than common honeſty, or fair dealing. This is only 
a fingle branch of it, and confines the notion of it too much. 
Morality is the knowledge or rule of Manners ; of that con- 
duct and behaviour which we are capable of diſcovering by the 
exerciſe of our rational faculties. This is of ſo extenſive a 
meaning as to take in all the duties of Natural Religion ; 
ſuch as we owe to God, ourſelves, and one another. In the 
Prophets language it is 0 do juſtice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly wvith God, Mic. vi. 8. In the Apoſtles, te live ſo- 
berly, righteoufly, and godly, Tit. ii. 12. This is called the 
law written in the heart, Rom. ii. 15. the law of the 
mind, Rom. vii. 23.-— In this ſenſe has been generally un- 
derſtood the word Morality, The rule which God at firſt 
revealed to man for his obedience was the Moral Law. The 
ſum, or principal heads, of this law is comprehended in the 
Ten Commandments. Vid. Aſſembly's Catechiſm, queſt 40, 
41. Our Saviour has given us a further abridgement of it, 
in Mate. xxii. 37, 40. and a large expoſition of it in 
his Sermon on the Mount, Matt. ch. v. 6, 7. Whoever 
conſiders thus the extent and excellency of Moral Goodneſs, 
cannot allow himſelf to ſpeak of it with the leaſt contempt. 
It is of the ſame force with that Holineſs, which is ſo much 
the deſign of Chriſtianity ; and when wrought into the frame 
and temper of the Soul is the proper reſemblance of God 
himſelf, the rectitude and perfection of every Good Mar. 

I Plal. xcvii. 3. 
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of Public Happineſs, 19 
be no more than an image of greatneſs: to be 
contemned. Therefore it is reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that God in his righteous providence ſhould 
manifeſt himſelf, and treat men according to the 
nature of their actions, in one period of their ex- 
iſtence or other. 

Societies, as ſuch, have only an exiſtence in 
this world, and therefore if they are judged at 
all, as ſuch, it muſt be in this life. There is a 
tribunal to be erected in the other world, before 
which all men muſt be convened, and every one 
give an account of himſelf io God m. Individuals 
may be reſerved to the deciſions of that impor- 
tant day. God may ſuffer them to ſubſiſt here, 
the objects of his patience and long. ſuffering, 
and meet with them hereafter to reckon for 
their miſdeeds. But Political Societies, not ex- 
iſting beyond this world, muſt be judged here 
or not at all. 

Nations, and Kingdoms, in reſpect to one 
another, may be conſidered as individuals. The 
ſame Political Society will ſubſiſt, ſo long as the 
ſame conſtitution of laws, privileges, cuſtoms, 
and language ſubſiſts; which may be through a 
ſucceſſion of ages. I cannot pretend to aſſign 
the period of their exiſtence, it may be longer 
or ſhorter, but, whatever that be, it is reaſona- 
ble to believe, that it ſhould receive the marks 
of divine favour or diſpleaſure; from whence it 
might be acknowledged, that there is a God who 
Juageth in the earth®, It is perfectly agreeable to 
the wiſdom and juſtice of God, that a righteous 
nation ſhould proſper, and a wicked one be re- 
duced and puniſhed, as well as ſingle perſons, 
There is a remarkable analogy between his pro- 
ceedings with one and the other, They have 
each their trials, and ſpace for repentance, God 

C2 | bares 


® Rom. xiv. 12. 2. Cor. v. 10. 2 Pal. Will, 11. 


20 Virtue the Baſis 
bares long with Societies as well as ſingle perſons 
to render them more inexcuſable, and increaſe 
the weight of his vengeance “. Þ 

We make no difficulty of applying to nations 
the moral character, calling one wiſe, frugal, in- 
duſtrious, juſt, generous, and brave; another the 
contrary, One is remarkable for the veneration 
of God, the ſtrict regard to publick faith; an- 
ctheris impious, vain, and perfidious. The one 
conſequently will be hateful to God, the other 
pleaſing: and each may expect that his diſpen- 
ſations will be in proportion to ſuch Characters. 

A Kingdom founded in blood and violence, 
raiſed upon the ruins of publick liberty, may be 
ſuffered to proſper a long period, and for this 
reaſon, among others, to be a ſcourge to its 
neighbours, whoſe ſins have deſerved it, and 


whoſe fate 1s impending. When God has thus 


made one nation the inſtrument of his anger and 
the rod of his diſpleaſure to another, he may 
give it, in its turn, and according to its deſerts 
a taſt of his righteous judgments, He may make 
one ſubſiſt, till he has executed his pleaſure by 
it; but if then that nation repents not, its 
power ſhall be broken, its glory velled, its 
plagues many; and he cannot want another in- 
ſtrument for this vengeance, 

From all which it 1s reaſonable to conclude 
that a righteous nation is in the faireſt way to 
proſper, as it muſt be intereſted in the divine fa- 
vour and protection. In the care of one, who 
has all nature obedient to his will; who can 
throw every favourable event in their way, to re- 
cover their expiring liberties, to enlarge their 

| languiſhing 
V Conſueſſe enim Deos immortales quo gravius homines 
ex commutatione rerum doleant, quos pro ſcelere eorum ul- 


&iſci velint, his ſecundiores interdum res, et diuturniorem 
impunitatem conccdcre, b. Ix. 1. 18. 
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of Public Happineſs. 21 
languiſning commerce, or eſtabliſh their tran- 
quility and peace. On the other hand a 
wicked people have every thing to fear from 
God. He can defeat their wiſdom, embarraſs 
their affairs, and reduce them to a ſtate of con- 
fuſion, weakneſs and contempt. There is no wiſ- 
dom, nor underſtanding, nor counſel againſt the Lord. 
The borſe is prepared againſt the day of Battle ;, but 
ſafety is of the Lord b. q. d. No human deſign, 
& foreſight, or management can oppoſe divine 
« providence. For though the uſe of means is 
&« in the power of man, yet all events are only 
in the hand of God.” 

Leſs than this cannot be inferred from God's 
government of the world, that virtue ſhould ex- 
alt a nation, and Sin be the reproach of a peo- 
ple; becauſe publick happineſs really depends 
upon many kind aſpects of divine Providence. 
Except the Lerd keep the City, the watchman waketh 
but in vain d. 


SECO t he ſame truth refults from 
the nature of things tibemſelves. Our wiſe Creator 
has not wholly left us to the reflections of cool 
reaſon in our enquiries after happineſs ; becauſe 
thoſe would not be always ſufficient to controul 
the effort of ſtrong deſires and paſſions, eſpe- 
cially when they are ſo apt to be raiſed and in- 
flamed by ſudden occaſions. God has been 
therefore pleaſed to order ſuch a conſticution of 
things, that generally virtue ſhould be attended 
with ſome degree. of pleaſure; and vice, with 
ſome degree of pain, He would teach wiſdom 
by experience, and convince us of the unchange- 
able differences of things by what we ſee, and 
ice] in their different effects. — But give me 
leave to be more particular here. 


1.) Vir- 


? Prov. xxi. zo, 31. $ Pfal. exxvii. 1. 
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x.) Virtue, actuated by a ſenſe of God's being 
and providence, lays an obligation upon conſcience, 
toben other authorities will not influence, In ſome 
caſes laws are ſilent, and have made no determi- 
nations about them. In other caſes laws are di- 
ſtant, and their power will not reach, where it is 
not feared. We ſee every day, that ſecreſy, and 
hope of impunity, embolden men to commit 
many crimes, But when virtue is formed into 
the temper of the ſoul, and every kind and ſo- 
cial affection prompts it; when conſcience acts 
with authority, and the awe of a Supreme Being 
controuls the unlawful deſire and wiſh, that per- 
fon will be the fame in all places, and every 
where yield to the obligation of doing well r. 

Thoſe are principles that will guard the ave- 
nues of the mind, and oppoſe every ſudden temp- 
tation. They will riſe up and lie down with us; 
they will ſtay and travel with us; and exert 
their authority, whether we are in ſolitude, or 
a crowd, Virtue therefore ſo agreeable to the 
law of our minds, and enforced by its au- 
thority, muſt always excite us to a rectitude of 
life and manners, and conſequently be always 
favourable to the intereſts of ſociety, 


2.) Particular virtues have each a ſhare in contri- 
Þuting to publick happineſs. They ſhed an happy 
influence on one part or other, ſuch as will pro- 
cure ſound health and firmneſs to the body poli- 
tick ; for inſtance, 


Chaſtity, 


r Oc erunt peccare boni virtutis amore: 
Tu nihil admittes in te formidine pœnæ. 
Sit ſpes fallendi, miſcebis ſacra prophanis. 
Hor. Ep. 1. 16. 52. 
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of Public Happuneſs, 23 

Chaſtity, temperance, and ſelf-denial, contri- 
bute to health and ſatisfaction: the contrary not 
only depreſs and darken the mind, but bring 
infirmities and diſtempers on the body, and ſome 
of ſuch an inveterate malignity, as to contami- 
nate the blood to the third generation, 

Frugality, induſtry, and labour, are the na- 
tural ſources of plenty: the contrary tend to 
want, Luxury will cheriſh pride, vanity and 
idleneſs; and thoſe will certainly effeminate a 

ople, the conſequence of which muſt be, they 
will have leſs attention to buſineſs, be leſs able to 
endure fatigues and hardſhips, and in the end 
their manufactures muſt decay, 

Truth, fidelity and juſtice raiſe men's eſteem 
and credit, and create amongſt them mutual 
love and confidence : the contrary violate thoſe 
ſacred ties; fill every place with uneaſy jealouſies 
and reſerves; deprive men of many great advan- 
tages and encouragements in improving their 
fortunes, and fill the world with treachery and 
violence. 

Meekneſs, patience, and humility are ever 
ſtudious of peace, and leave other men room to 
exerciſe their talents and abilities: the contrary 
give a looſe to anger, ſtrife, hatred, detraction, 
Sc. which never fail to introduce confuſion, and 
every other evil work. 

Fortitude, unanimity, and the love of our 
country, are the conſtant guardians of liberty. 
and impregnable bulwarks againſt foreign inva- 
ſions : the contrary cheriſh factions and tumults, 
and expoſe us to weakneſs and contempt. 

Benevolence is the ſource of both publick and 
private virtues, and he that is endowed with it 
will paſs through the world with eſteem, admira- 
tion, and ſucceſs : but the contrary diſpoſes men 

do 


24 Virtue the Baſis 


to be diffident, various, and ever attentive to po- 
pular murmurs and diſcontents. 

Virtues ſo equitable, generous, and full of hu- 
manity, muſt have in them a natural efficacy to- 
wards procuring the conveniencies and pleaſures 
of life; promoting peace and order; and re- 
ſtraining men from being injurious to themſelves 
or others: and conſequently the riches, ſtrength, 
and glory of kingdoms, muſt riſe or fall in pro- 
portion to their operation and influence. 


3.) Virtue has a natural tendency to publick 
happineſs, as it keeps in view the great ends of ſociety 
among ſt all ranks of men. The ends of ſociety are 
not only to ſecure our perſons and properties from 
violence ; but to give us an opportunity of en- 
larging the comforts of life by ſocial communica- 
tions, and an exchange of good offices, Where 
virtue reigns, it will pay an inviolable regard to 
thoſe ends, and that both in governors and go- 
verned ; and conſequently that ſociety muſt be 
in the moſt proſperous condition, which keeps 
Cloſeſt to thoſe ends. For inſtance, 

The Governors of Society under the influence 
of Virtue, will make it their principal care, tha? 
the Publick receive no detriment ; that they uſe their 
authority well, without paſſion or partiality; for 
the Peoples good, rather than their own *. They 
would account it the glory of their adminiſtra- 


tion 


Ne quid reſpublica detrimenti caperet. 
Cic. or. pro Mil. 26. 


Cicero, who underſtood well the nature and obligation of 
publick characters, tells us, that Governors ſhould adhere 
to Plato's two precepts: Firſt, to make the ſafety and in- 
5« tereſt of their ſubjects their chief aim in all their admini- 
** {trations, without conſidering their own perional advan- 
tage. Secondly, ſo to take care of the whole, as not to 
ſerve the intereſt of one party, to the prejudice of the reſt. 


For the government of a ſtate, is much like the office of a 
guardian; 


we 
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tion to defend the rights of mankind, and to be 
really great by being uſeful. From virtuous go- 
vernors we ſhould have no ſchemes of arbitrary 
power; no oppreſſive taxes, only to ſupport lux- 
ury, pomp, or the wantonneſs of ambition. They 
would be contented with a limited power; a 
power to do all the good they could, but none 
to do miſchief. This is as much power as any. 
wiſe or good man would deſire; and more, a 
bad man ought never to have. Virtue will al- 
ways raiſe authority, and command reſpe& and 
veneration ; much more in ſuch elevated ſtations. 
Virtue will add luſtre to a crown, and grace to 
majeſty, and ſtability to a throne z for where that 
was, there would be equity, moderation, and a 
publick ſpirit, equally the objects of love and ad- 
miration. | $512 

The governed under the influence of virtue 
would give as ſubſtantial proofs of their regard to 
their Country. They would approve them- 
ſelves, by a cheerful obedience to laws; . by a 


3 


Juſt and peaceable deportment ; by a deteſtation 


of faction, ſedition, and rebellion. They would 
invade no man's right; diſturb no man's peace 
always guide themſelves by this equitable and 
fair meaſure of doing to others, as they would 

; 0 others 


* guardian; which ſhould be managed for the good of the 
% Truſt, rather than of the Truſtee. Thoſe who conſult the 
«« intereſt of one part of the Citizens to the negle& of an- 
* other, do but make way for ſedition and diſcord, de- 
* ſtructive to all communities.“ Omnino qui reipublicae 
pracfuturi ſunt, duo Platonis praecepta teneant. Unum, ut 
utilitatem civium fic tueantur, ut, quaecunque agunt, ad eam 
referant, obliti commodorum ſuorum. Alterum, ut totum 
corpus reipublicae curent ; ne, dum partem aliquam tuentur, 
reliquas deſerant. Ut enim tutela, fic procuratio reipublicae 
ad utilitatem eorum, qui commiſſi ſunt ; non ad eorum, qui- 
bus commiſſa eſt, gerenda eſt. Qui autem parti civium con- 
ſulunt, partem negligunt, rem pernicioſiſſimam in civitatem 
inducunt, ſeditionem atque diſcordiam. Cic. off. I. 2g. 
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others fhould do to them. By a ſteady adherence 
to virtue, their loyalty and duty would ſpring 
from laſting principles; not from a fear of laws, 
not a dread of puniſhment, which would have 
no effect, when we thought ourſelves out of dan- 
ger; but from a love of virtue and publick hap- 
pines. We ſhould ſubmit to government, not 
only for wrath, but conſcience ſake t. 

Conſider thus the natural tendency and influ- 
ence of virtue, and it will appear in favour of 
publick happineſs. It will ſweeten mens tem- 
pers; bound their paſſions, and give a kind, ge- 
nerous, and'happy turn to every part and mem- 
ber of the Conſtitution. | 


Tux DIY — This propoſition is not only 
true in reaſon, but Falt and Experience. The Hiſto- 
ry of all ages confirms this, that it is not only 
ſomething which may be, but has been : So that 
we can ſay of all the great Empires that are 
fallen, they were firſt corrupted before they were 
deſtroyed, and loſt their Virtue before they loſt 
their liberty and glory. 

The Jewiſh nation is an inſtructive proof of 
this. So long as they hearkened to the voice of 
the Lord, and walked in his ſtatutes and judge- 
ments, they were proſperous; but when they re- 
belled againſt him, they were corrected with one 
plague or other, and often given into the hands 
of their Enemies. Meſſengers and Prophets 
were continually ſent to aſſure them of the care 
and bleſſings of Providence, whilſt they conti- 
nued in their duty; and that meaſures would be 
altered, on their different conduct. The viciſſi- 
tudes and publick events, which affected this 
State, were ſtrictly in proportion to this declared 
rule of the divine procecdings; till at length = 


* Rom, xii, 5. 
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filled up the meaſure of their iniquity, and 
brought on them that tremendous doom, which 
ſtill they lye under, | 

It is a narrow notion, and unworthy the uni- 
verſal and righteous governor of the world, to 
imagine that he was partial in his favour to the 
Fews. The light communicated to them was de- 
ſigned for the benefit of all around them. The 
inſtructions, the warnings, they received, were 
to have a wider ſpread than the confines of Ju- 
dea, and to be a ſtanding teſtimony againſt the 
wickedneſs and idolatry of the other Nations. 
To this ſenſe, I think, we ought in part to ex- 

und that famous promiſe to Abrabrm, viz. in 
zbee ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed*, The 
particular care, which God would take of him 
and his poſterity ; the peculiar covenant he would 
eſtabliſh with them, were not to exclude the reſt 
of mankind from mercy ; but to preſerve ſuch a 
knowlege of God, and of true religion amongſt 
this people, as might be an inſtruction to neigh- 
bouring nations. Their moral laws were to in- 
Jpire them with a notion of probity and good- 
neſs; their ceremonial, ſo pompous and magnifi- 
cent, to impreſs them with an awe of God ; 
and though their neighbours were left to make 
their own reflections on thoſe things, yet, I 
conceive, they had this effect to convince 
them, that there was a Being fit to be the 
object of worſhip; to be reverenced and feared 
in ſome way or other. Sa far the families 
of the Earth were immediately bleſſed in him; 
and both Peter and Paul afterwards, from this 
very promiſe, plead for the right of the Gen- 
tiles, it being originally intended in their favour, 
as well as the ewa. In bis name ſhall the Gen- 


tiles truſt v. 
D 2 There 


Gen, xii, 3. * AQs ii. 39, Gal. ui, 8, Y Mat, xii. 21, 
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There is the more regard to be paid to this 
Hiſtory, as, I conceive, it was deſigned to be a 
glaſs for reflecting the methods of God's deal- 
ings with nations. Others obferving what this 
people enjoyed or ſuffered, in their temporal in- 
tereſts, anſwerable to their moral — Feat 
might eaſily learn what they had to fear or hope 
for, from the ſame righteous Being. The per- 
fections of God are unalterable, and the ſame 
wiſdom and goodneſs, which governed the Fews, 
governed all the reſt of mankind. His mea- 
ſures cannot be different with different nations, 
any further than to make allowance for the dif- 
ferent advantages they enjoy; for the fame ju- 
ſtice mult lie at the foundation of all his diſpen- 
ſations. q 
We ſee from this hiſtory, that Sin is a thing, 
which greatly diſpleaſes God; which prevents 
the tokens of his favour, and ſeparates good 
things from a people. We ſee that he tried va» 
vious 'methods to recover them to their duty. 
Sometimes he expoſtulated with them by his Pro- 


phets; ſometimes he ſent this and the other 


ſcourge to humble them; ſometimes he gave 
them into the hands of their enemies to reduce 
their pride and obſtinacy. So other Nations may 
expect to be tried and humbled for their Sins, 
though not, it may be, in the very ſame inſtances, 
yet upon the very ſame principles, God's love of 
righteouſneſs, and abhorrence of wickedneſs. 
Thoſe that are like them in their ſins may expect 
to reſemble them 1n their ſufferings, or that they 
ſhall ſuffer for their Sins. We ſee when all me- 
thods of reforming this people failed ; when their 
wickedneſs and contempt of God came to its 
height, they were warned no more, they were 
ſpared no longer; they were utterly rejected, and 
their nation is diſperſed over the face of the 
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earth. From hence all other nations might learn 
this inſtruction, that tho* God bears long he will 
not bearalways. When the old world was proof 
againſt remedies, they were all cut off from the 
face of the earth, except Noab and his family. 

Though God did not ſo particularly manifeſt 
himſelf to other nations, yet he did not leave 
himſelf without witneſs of the ſame remuneratin 
providence, The Perfian, the Grecian, the Ro- 
man monarchies have had their riſe and ruin. 
But then it muſt be obſerved, that luxury and 
vice made way for their overthrow. The Romans 
in particular loſt their virtue before they loſt their 
power, This is the fourth kingdom in the viſion 
of the prophetick image *, that was ſtrong as 
iron, ſo long as the ancient diſcipline and virtue 
laſted 3 but as the feet of that image were partly 
iron, and partly clay, (as the Romans fell into a 
diſſolution of manners) they were eaſily broken 
and being compoſed of things, that did not well 
unite, were unable, upon any ſhock, to ſuſtain 


the ponderous weight of Empire. 


There is andther Empire ſince riſen up, divers 
from all others, in conſtitution and appearance; 
as wide in extent, and more formidable in power, 
it ſhall devour the whole earth, and ſhall tread it 
down, and break it in pieces*. This is generally 
expounded of that ſpiritual tyranny, that church 
power, which the Pope has uſurped in the Chri- 
ſtian world, and which has exceeded every thing 
in vice, hypocriſy, and cruelty. It has ſtood 
long; but, thanks be to God, its proud domi- 
nion has been viſibly upon the decline. This 
Babylon is fallen in propheſy, her coming plagues 
are wonderful, and we are waiting for the time, 
when it ſhall be ſaid, ſheis fallen in hiſtory. 

| However, 
F Dan. ii. + Dan, vii. 23. 
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However, we ſhould conſider that God may 
ſcourge us, and other nations by this very power 
before that time comes. Nothing but our national 
repentance and reformation can give us the hope 
of ſecurity from this hated tyranny, Without 
this we have reaſon to fear that this is the very 
power that will humble and break us. A power 
fo vigilant and induſtrious, that it ſends its thou- 
fands of emiſſaries amongſt us, to wear all ſhapes, 
and incorporate themſelves with all bodies of 
men, and with all denominations of Chriſtians, 
to ſurprize the ignorant, and prepare the diſſo- 
lute for rebellion and murder. A power that 
has often attempted our ruin, and very lately we 
were alarm'd at its bold progrels. 

Upon the whole, if God's moral government 
of the world; if the natural tendency of things; 
if the conſtant experience of mankind carry any 

roof and evidence with them, it is certain, that 
virtue muſt be the baſis of publick happineſs. It 
not only derives upon thoſe who practice it, the 
bleſſings of providence; but is the natural means 
for acquiring peace and proſperity.— ] come to 


the 


, | N 

III general head, viz. To obſerve what mo- 
live is offered here to engage us lo at} on this principle ; 
namely, that it will prevent our reproach. Sin ts the 
reproach of any people. It is ſcandalous in its ap- 
pearance, and deſtructive in its influences: pro- 
ductive of weakneſs, timidity, jealouſies, fac- 
tions, diforders, and in the end ruin, and can 
any thing bring greater reproach to a people ? 
Reproach ſtands here in oppoſition to exaltation, 
and therefore muſt be explained in a quite diffe- 
rent ſenſe. If virtue is our exaltation, fin muſt 


be our depreſſion; the one the ſource of happi- 
nels, 


„„ „ at a. Mt. cit; 
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neſs, the other of waſte and miſery; the one our 
eſtabliſhment, the other our ruin. 

I need not labour much to give you an idea of 
ruin, when you have had ſo lately the frightful 


proſpect before you. The impreſſion cannot be 


yet razed out of your minds, when you trembled 
for yourſelves and your country; when a fad 
gloom ſpread itſelf upon every countenance, and 
our fears preſaged the dreadful conſequences of 
inteſtine war; when your imagination preſented 
to you every ſcene of diſtreſs. A ſhort recollec- 
tion of thoſe thoughts will give you the true force 
of this motive. | 

Think upon your advantages, your privileges, 
your diſtinguiſhing bleſſings, and that to be ru- 
ined is to loſe all thoſe : to loſe your own com- 
fort in them, and the pleaſure of tranſmitting 
them to poſterity. Indulge the thought till ir 
ſhall awaken your vigilance, your reſolution, 
your love of virtue; that you might guard a- 
gainſt every future baneful influence, and give 
deſpair to thoſe who are ſlaves both by diſpoſi- 
tion and principle. 

We value ourſelves = our conſtitution, 
wherein there is ſuch an happy temperature of 
power, and ſuch an effectual legal ſecurity to 
our lives and properties. And muſt this be loſt ? 
—— Yes, if our ſins and our enemies prevail. 
The ruin of this will introduce an arbitrary abſo- 
lute government, and the train of evils, which 
naturally attends it. A government that has no 
regard to law, but the will and pleafure of one 
man, who claims us as his property, juſt as we 
do our horſes and oxen, to diſpoſe of as he 
pleaſes. A mad ſcheme, and one would think 
could never be the production of rational crea- 
tures. Could one ever imagine that right ſhould 


be pretended in this ſcheme, a divine right, an 


hereditary 
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hereditary right; and I know not what, when it 
is impoſſible that any man, and in any ſtation» 


ſhould have any right to do miſchief . Could 
one imagine that a revelation from the fountain 
of equity and mercy ſhould be produced in fa- 
vour of tyranny ; a character never once named 
in the Bible, but with abhorrence, A king, a 
prince, a ruler, a magiſtrate, are deſcribed in 
ſuch manner, as to include the ends of their of- 
fice, and as ſuppoſes them to purſue thoſe ends. 
Change the character, and the Scripture gives 
not the leaſt countenance to it, Yet this was the 
government our enemies deſign'd for us. | 
Liberty, the faireſt flower in our Iſle, ſecures 
every property from violence; leaves us to fol- 
low our own judgment and inclinations; and en- 
Joy with quietneſs the fruit of our Labour, And 
mult this be loſt ? Yes, if our fins and our 
enemies prevail, The ruin of this will be at- 
.tended with arbitrary edicts, ſuited more to the 
conveniences, and exigencies of ſtate, than to 
. publick utility; ſo that we ſhould have nothing to 
call our own, till we had uſed and enjoyed it. 
The ſuppoſition is violent and abſurd, that either God or 
man ' ſhould authorize any inſtitution contrary to the funda- 
mental rights of human nature and ſociety ; that mon- 
ſters, born to ravage and deſolate mankind, ſhould bear the 
leaſt impreſs of Divine Authority and Majeſty ;——that 
pride, violence and miſrule ſhould be ever called the Ord:- 
nance of Ged. Such principles in politicks, are as ſhocking 


as tranſubſtantiation in religion; and almoſt as contrary to 
ſenſe, reaſon, and Scripture : contrary to the Og1GINAL 
 ConTracT, which neceſſarily ſubſiſts in all States, and 
produces reciprocal engagements. _—- A real contract, and 
not a mere phantom ; tacitly implied in the nature of go- 
vernment, and openly expreſſed in the coronation-oath of 
princes. And yet thoſe falſe, thoſe ſlaviſh principles, excited 
the late ungrateful rebellion ; particulvrly Hereditary Right, 
which, had it been a true principle, would have prevented the 
STUARTs from ever wearing a crown. Vid. Scotiſb hiſtories, 
and Harrington's grounds and reaſons of monarchy, p. 25. Cc. 
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We juſtly eſteem the freedoms of friendſhip, 
where every topick may become the ſubject of 
converſation, and every man give his opinion 
with frankneſs and decency. And muſt this be 
loſt? Yes, if our ſins and our enemies pre- 
vail, Abſolute governments, where the crown 
and the church unite to make men ſlaves, will 
not ſuffer free diſcourſes about Religion and Po- 
liticks. Spies will be placed upon all companies, 
the fear of rigorous tribunals divert mens thoughts 
from two of the moſt uſeful concerns in life, and 
of conſequence the pleaſures of converſation be fo 
much the more contracted. 

We glory in our extenſive commerce and 
eſtabliſhed credit, and can boaſt of our Mer- 
chants as one of the moſt uſeful, and reſpected 
bodies of men, not only in this nation, but the 
whole world b. We purſue the induſtrious ſcheme 
in this hope that all our acquiſitions will be our 
own. And muſt this be loſt ?—Yes, if our ſins 
and our enemies prevail. Credit muſt languiſh, 
where it has no ſupport from law and equity; 
Property muſt fink, where a man ſhall be made 
rich or poor by an Edict; Trade muſt ſuffer, 
when men enter into it with perpetual fear and 
diffidence. This is the ſtate of commerce in ab- 
ſolute governments, ſuch as our enemies lately 


deſigned for us, after the model of France ©. 
E We 


to d Witneſs their ſupport of Publick Credit in a late con- 
L juncture, when ſome Rebels in open arms were deſtroying 
id their Country; and others in private ſchemes, and with equal 
id parricide were attempting to diſtreſs her credit, and help for- 
o- ward a general confuſion. | 

of © It ought to be remembered by Britains, that one way 
ed the /ate King of France took to ſupply his Exchequer, was by 
ty an Edict, or a command in writing ſigned by himſelf, to in- 
he creaſe the value of Louis 4 Ors from tonrteen to fixteen Li- 
Sy uren, by virtue of a new ſtamp, they were to receive This 
. brought 
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We prize Religion as the richeſt jewel] in our 
treaſure ; wherein we ferve God in a voluntary and 
rational method of Devotion, and expect to be ſaved 
by Jeſus Chriſt according to the terms preſcribed 
in his own Goſpel. And muſt this be loft 
Yes, corrupted, loſt in the rubbiſh of _ 
tion, folly, and idolatry ; enervated, debaſed by 
the fopperies of Popery, expenſive in their uſe, 
worth nothing in the end, butto confound the ſoul 
with darkneſs and deluſion, Inftead of worſhip- 
ping God, we muſt worſhip the Prieft; and in- 
ſtead of one Mediator have an hundred, What 
makes this ruin more dreadful is, that we ſhall 
be forced into this fink of corruption, It will 
not be matter of choice, but neceffity ; tremen- 
dous neceſſity ? ariſing from confiſcations, dun- 
eons, Chains, and all the horrors of Inque- 
ion. | 

When the Scripture ſays that fin will be the 
reproach and ruin of a poopie, you ought to 
know what is included in that calamity. It is the 
loſs of truth and integrity to our Religion ; the 
loſs of peace and happineſs to our Country, the 
loſs of every Ahne intereſt and delightful ob- 
ject, which are dear to us, and worth a living 
for. What will move and engage us, if ſuch re- 
flections as thoſe will not? What ſhould be more 
the object of our fear and abhorrence than ſin, 
which brings along with it temporal, as well as 
eternal ruin? If the apprehenſion of it lately 
made us tremble, our ſober calm thoughts of it 
ſhould make us wiſe. Nothing remains on 
this ſubje& but to make ſome | - 
| am 


brought all the gold of the kingdom into his hands; but 
then it was —— — by the ſame edict, that they ſhould be 
paid out to the People again at twenty Livres each; by which 
means four Livres in twenty accrued to his moſt Chriſtian, 
excellent, and equitable Majeſty, 

N Vid. Freeholder. No. 18. 
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APPLICATION 


of it. If Religion and Virtue naturally tend to 
promote Pablick Happineſs, this truth will, I 
think, lead us to the following reflections. 


1.) From hence it will follow that Chriſtianity 
deſerves the countenance and protection of civil 
ſtates, becauſe it encourages and enforces in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, moral goodneſs. 

I don't ſay that they are obliged to incorporate 
Chriſtianity with civil government, They have 
different objects and motives ; they are really dif- 
ferent Kingdoms, one of this world, deſigned to 
ſecure temporal intereſts, and is ſupported by pre- 
ſent rewards and puniſhments ; the other is not 
of this world, deſigned to promote our eternal 
intereſt, and is ſupported by eternal rewards and 
puniſhments. They have different rulers to 
whom obedience is due, the one Cæſar, the other 
Chriſt; and thoſe have ſeparate and diſtinct 
rights, and therefore we are not to mingle and 
confound one with the other. Render unto Cæſar, 
the things wich are Cæſars, and unto God the things 
which are Gads ®, I cannot yet ſee, that the ma- 


giſtrates power extends beyond the temporal in- 


tereſts of Society. Speculative opinions, which 
have no influence upon thoſe ; the affairs of con- 
ſcience, which lie between God and a man's own 


ſoul ; his concerns in a future ſtate, which is a 


8 affair, and in itſelf unalienable, what 
the magiſtrate to do with them? He can 
maintain publick peace, order, truth, juſtice 
without intermedling with them. The experi- 
ment has been tried amongſt us, and found to 
ſucceed ; and we never had better times, than 

E 2 when 


4 John xviii. 36. * Matt, Xii 21. 


36 Virtue the Baſis 


when men were reſtrained from worrying and 
perſecuting one another on thoſe accounts. 
If ſome think the magiſtrate has a power to 


perſecute men for religious principles, I think 


they ought to allow, that they ſhould in the firſt 
per do, as one of Socrates's enemies did, when 
e got into the government, make a law againſt 
the art of reaſoning , then they would be conſiſ- 
tent. Or we may juſtly demand of them in the 
next place, that they ſhall not lead us into mi- 
ſtakes, and give us good ſecurity, that ſhould 
they miſguide us, we ſhall not ſuffer for it in the 
laſt day, when we come to give up our account 
to the judge of all the world. If nothing of this 
can be done, every man may well claim a right of 
enjoying the undiſturbed freedom of his religion. 
Chriſtianity inculcates all that honour, reſpec, 
and obedience, which are due to magiſtrates z 
but Chriſtianity came to make no alteration in 
mens civil rights. Man, who made me a judge, or 
divider over you b, was a paſſage of our Saviour's life, 
which deſerved imitation as well as ſome others. 
Chriſtianity ſubſiſted ſeparate and diſtin from 
civil eſtabliſhments. for the firſt three hundred 
years, and, during that period, it was moſt re- 
markable for its purity, ſimplicity, and divine 
authority. Then it began to be corrupted ; then 
to be the ſubject of great animoſities and conten- 
tions, when it became united with civil conſtitu- 
tions; and the motives of riches, robes, and do- 
minion had greater influence, than doing good, 
or receiving a crown of glory b. 
| 63 When 
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Xen, memorab. 1. 31. 
E Luke xii. 14. 
> Chriſtian Biſhops, after they eame to have a ſhare of 


court fayour, and temporal power, grew ſo proud, _— 
| | ent, 
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When the Church of God was in affliction, it 
was propheſied, Kings ſhall be thy nurfmg fathers, 
and queens thy nurſing mothers . Not that they 
ſhould become of the Church; but protect it, 
and reſtore it to freedom and tranquility. This 
was more immediately verified in the ſignal fa- 
vours ſhewn to the Fews by Cyrus, Artaxerxes, 
and other Perſſan Monarchs; and by Efther one 
of their Queens, who ſaved the Jewiſß Nation 
from abſolute deſtruftion. 
However, Chriſtianity will deſerve the protec- 
tion of ſtates, as it contains nothing deſtructive 
to- the foundation of ſociety : rather what will 
render them the firmer. What I mean is, 
that it patronizes moral goodneſs, and takes it 
into its very frame and ſubſtance. It appears in 
that character of holineſs, which it ſo much inſiſts 
on. This it commands by all its authority; this 
it enforces by all its ſanctions ; this it binds u 
the conſcience, and renders a real and inward 
principle of action: and conſequently it carries 


* 
. matters further than laws can. Tf the appea- 
1 rance 
| | 
= lent, and factious, that firſt they excited Princes to perſecute 
. the Heathens ; then one another ; and afterwards were able 
to contend with Princes themſelves, ** By their m_—_ 
p ment, /ays an ingenious author, they had ſo deſtroyed that 
” peace, love und charity from among them, which the Goſ- 
— ** pel was given to promote; and inſtead thereof continually 
" % provoked each other to that malice, rancour, and every 
* evil work, that they had loſt the whole ſubſtance of their 
7 « religion, while they thus eagerly contended for their own 
«« imaginations concerning it; and in a manner, quite drove 
; « Chriſtianity out of the world, by thoſe very controverſies 
in which they diſputed with each other about it. In theſe 
i dark ages it was, that moſt of thoſe ſuperſtitions and cor- 


« ruptions, we now juſtly abhor in the Church of Nome, 
* were not only broached, but eſtabliſhed ; which gave 
great advantages to the propagation of Mohammediſm.” 
1 w_ Sale's Koran, Prelim, Sect. 2. 
i Ifai. xlix. 23, 
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rance be regular, and the outward deportment 
conformable z juſt and peaceable, the law, the 
ends of ſociety require no more, whatever men's 
inward principles and motives are. Chriſtianity 
forms the heart to virtue, and enjoins ſubjection to 
the bigher powers, not only for wrath, but conſcience 


All this will be ſtrengthened by real Chri- 
ſtianity, by men's being, what they pretend to 
be, real Chriſtians. The greater value they have 
for this, the greater experience of its truth, ex- 
cellency, and power; the better ſubjects, neigh- 
bours and friends, they wilt certainly be. The 
pleaſure they find in the one, will incline and 
pt them to their duty in the other, 

The perfon that feels the engaging motives of 
Chriſtianity, that rejoices in the covenant of 
grace, its noble privileges, and promiſes ; that 
honours Chriſt as the Prince of Peace, and de- 
pends upon him, the mediator, and only ground 
of our acceptance with God; that believes his 
doctrine, follows his example, and looks to him 
as the author of juſtification and life; the final 
judge both of quick and dead: that perſon, I 
fay, will with chearful affection and zeal obſerve 
all inſtitutions and laws deſigned for the temporal 
happineſs of mankind. e benevolence which 
his religion breathes will inſpire him with every 
kind diſpoſition, and curb the ſallies of turbulent 

Tons, which ſo often occaſion publick diſor- 
ders. Chriſtianity therefore, tho? diverſified by 
fome accidents and circumſtances, will deſerve 
PO protection; and its profeſſors ought to 

reſtrained from injuring one another, on ac- 
count of their differences, in conſervation of the 
publick peace, I ſhall add no more to this head, 
but to obſerve, that, on this ſubject, we muſt 

diſtinguiſh 


* Rom. iii. 1. 5 


„ß A©5 Whew = af . 0%. a 4 


DMN 1 ., 


ww A ww} o& -,, on 


w— 
— 


t » ms 8 but 


or 


=” pu 0 1 © @ Kun 


of Publick Happineſs. 39 
diſtinguiſh between what is eſſential or 
to human fociety ; and that which is an aid, mo- 
tive and help to what is ſo. The firſt is the ma- 
giſtrates care; the ſecond the conſtant object of 


2.) This ſhews that pernicious error to have 
no foundation, which affirms, that private vices 
are publick benefits, The nature of things, and 
the God of nature are both againſt it, as you 
have heard, And if, upon a compariſon, the. 
mifchiefs which attend vice exceed its benefits, in 
all reaſon it ought to be condemned as a perni-- 
cious thing : for inſtance, | 

Drunkenneſs may poſſibly contribute to the pub- 
lick revenue ; but then it weakens human nature, 
and if it becomes general, muſt emaſculate the 
Britiſb race; render men idle, and negligent of 
family affairs: and beſides be the occaſion of 
many hurtful contentions. Thoſe evils exceed 
any pretended benefit. 

The expences of whoredom may procure ſome 
advantages to trade ; but then it deſtroys that 
5094}, that parental affection fo neceſſary to the 
care of families ; it renders men leſs human and 
tender of the publick welfare, than thoſe, who 
confine themſelves to lawful love, and have plant- 
ed a ſtake in the hedge of the community. 


Luxury, 


! St. Paul deſcribes the corrupt tate of the o Romans in 
the blackeſt colours : of that le, who very ſoon after loſt 
all pretenſions to liberty and glory, Rom. i. 24---32. He 
calls them a5 opyus without natural affection, ſo greatly de- 
praved as to ſuppreſs the moſt powerful inſtin of human na- 
ture, that love which men bare to their offipring. Well 
might the bands of ſociety give way, when the ties of nature 
were broken. Very juſtly was that liberty deſtroyed, which 
ended in ſucha vile proſtitution, as ſunk men below the brutes. 
Thoſe are for our admonition, and teach us that thoſe plea- 

| ures, 
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Luxury, by which I mean ſuch expences in 
dreſs, equipage, entertainments and pleaſure, as 


exceed our incomes u; luxury, I ſay, may pro- 


mote a conſumption of manufactures, and employ 
many hands. But then it can only be for a time, 
unleſs we ſuppoſe the funds of luxury inexhauſted. 
To the whole ſociety this can be no increaſe of 
happineſs ; for as ſome grow rich by this means, 
others grow poor: Property conſequently has 
only changed hands, and not really increaſed its 
quantity. Add to all this the contentions, ſtrife, 
violence, effeminacy, and diſtempers which re- 
fult from thoſe vices, and we cannot ſuppoſe all 
their benefits can make any tolerable amends for 
the injury they do ſociety . 

Vice has ſometimes promoted a briſk circula- 
tion of trade; muſt we therefore eſtabliſh this as 
a general rule, that private vices are + publick bene- 
fits ? Might we not as juſtly argue, that, becauſe 
a fever has ſometimes mended the conſtitution, 


therefore men ſhould throw themſelves into a fe- 


ver, to repair the decays of nature ? Might we 
not reaſon with equal force, that ſmuggling, pi- 
racy, and robbery contribute in ſome meaſure to 

+ $388 # 4 
ſares, which impoveriſh families, and make children beggars» 
lead to the ſame inhumanity. 

m Meſſe tenus propria vive Live 2 to your inte 
come is a maxim, which no man ought to diſpenſe with, who 
really intends the increaſe of his fortune. 

Perſ. Sat. 6. 25. 


Non his Juventus orta parentibus 
Infecit æquor Sanguine Punico; 
Pyrrhumque, et ingentem cecidit 
Antiochum, Hannibalemque dirum : 


Sed raſticorum maſcula militum 
Proles, Sabellis decta ligonibus 
Verſare glebas, et Severæ 

Mu-,atris ad arbitrium reciſos. 
Portare fuſtes; &c.— 

; 5:2 Hor. Od. III. 33. 
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of Publick Happineſs. 4t 
a circulation of buſineſs, therefore they are law- 
ful and for the publick benefit, when the da- 
mage they procure to fair trade is inexpreſſible ? 
We might with equal propriety make a panegy- 
rick upon 4 whirlwitid or a tempeſt, (fent for the 
correction of mankind) and celebrate it as a pub- 
lick benefit, becauſe it imploys many hands in 
repaiting the damages, ſuſtained by it. But, | 


3.) Hence it follows to be the magiſtrates du- 
ty to puniſh all immoralities. They are the 
guardians of the ſtate, to ſuppreſs every riſing 
miſchief, and maintain equity, peace, and or- 
der. They are inveſted with power and autho- 
rity for this very end. Rulers, i. e. thoſe who 
anſwer the end of their inſtitution, and perform 
the duties of their office, are not à terror to good 
works, but 10 the evil, _——He is the miniſter of God 
to thee for good: but if thou doeft that which is evil, 
be afraid; for be beareth not the ford in vain ; for 
be is the miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doth evil o. 

It were to be wiſhed indeed chat all men were 
virtuoufly inclined ; and fo convinced of the ex- 
cellency and benefir of this courſe, that they 
might be led to the practice of it from their own 
motives. But human nature is not in ſuch per- 
fection. Mens paſſions and luſts need a ſtrong 
reſtraint, and vice of every kind fhould be pu- 
niſhed with ſuch exemplary ſeverity, as to diſ- 
courage the commiſſion, and keep Pen within 
the bounds of a decent temperance. 

The more virtue is encouraged, and vice pu- 
niſhed, the eaſier will magiſtrates render their 
ſtation, fecure their authority, and multiply the 
bleſſings of their government. 


F "= 
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4.) It concerns every one in a private ſtation 
to cheriſh virtue; by which means, if what has 
been ſaid is true, we ſhall prove ourſelves the 
heartieſt friends to our Country. We ſee what 
corruptions prevail; what ruins luxury and vice 
procure to private families; how much the plea- 
ſure has encroached upon the buſineſs of life. 
If we are convinced of the bad tendency of thoſe 
things, let us reſtore the ancient diſcipline, and 
retrieve the credit of a plain, ſolid, and ſubſtan- 
tial Virtue. : 

The conſequence of this would be, that our 
ancient glory would ſhine and triumph ; courage 
and conduct be equal to publick commands; Fi- 
delity appear at the head of our expeditions; and 


the honour of the nation never fall a ſacrifice to 


the pride and pique of faction. Then neither 
friendſhip nor money would be thought an equi- 


valent to merit; nor the Commander and the 


Coward ſtand the fame chance. Virtue will make 
men honeſt and brave, and when every one gave 
his countenance and approbation to it, we might 


expect a race of Heroes, whoſe gallant actions 


would adorn our future Annals, 


5.) And 27 Repentance is neceſſary on ac- 


count of thoſe ſins, which are our reproach, 


which provoke almighty God againſt us; which 
all conſpire to our ruin. I delight not in enu- 
merating the ſins. of our day, it may look too 
much like invective: And as we have had many 
occaſions of late for recollecting them, I might 
well excuſe myſelf from the ungrateful taſk. 

We are met this day upon a National account, 
and you ſee I have led your thoughts to Natio- 
nal intereſts and concerns. Your duty as mem- 

| bers 
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bers of Society will eaſily reſult from thence, but 
none more convincingly than that of Repentance 


and Reformation. A growing wickedneſs cer- 


tainly portends deſtruction to a people. It will 
therefore be neceſſary, in the firſt place, to con- 
ſider our State, and the probable iſſue of thin 
to ourſelves, our families, and our Country. Sin 
keeps its poſſeſſion and thrives, from nothing ſo 
much as careleſsneſs and ſtupidity of mind; a 
mind not uſed to reflect on the conſequences of 
its own actions. 
Repentance, in the next place, is our duty, 
not only ſorrow for what is amiſs, but the actual 
amendment of it. Take away this and it can- 
not be thought ſincere. Popery will teach us 
another way of getting rid of our fear on account 
of ſin, but then it is a deluſive one. So many 
Pater- naſters and ave Maries; ſo many pen- 
nances afflictive to the body; proceſſions, indul- 
gences, or abſolutions will effect the buſineſs, 
without any change in the moral temper. But 
Chriſtianity admits of no repentance unto life, 
but what appears in the life; but what is attend- 
ed with fruits meet for repentance. We are con- 
cerned therefore to give the moſt proper evi- 
dences of a change; to rend our hearts and not our 
garments; to offer real effects of conviction, and 
not mere outward forms. In ſhort, ' we are 
obliged to put away all the Scandals of our Coun- 
try and Religion; every accurſed thing from the 
midſt of us. The fame light that diſcovers our 
errors and miſcarriages, obliges us to be forry 
for them; to ceaſe to do evil and learn to db we l. 
For can any thing be more unreaſonable than for 
a man to know his errors, and not think him- 
ſelf obliged, under ſuch a conviction, to forſake 


them ? 
F 2 If 
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If we look back to what is paſt, we ſhall find 
various eyents inviting us to reformation, Great 
mercies. and deliverances : ſevere rebukes and 
dark Kopen dark even as the ſhadow of 
death, and ſhould not thoſe diſpoſe us? If none 
of our means and opportunities engage us, muſt 
we not £2 a ſevere doom at laſt? The longer 
we have been tried; the oftener we have been 
warn'd and delivered, the leſs ſpace certainly re- 
mains to us. It none of thoſe things have made 


us wiſer and better, we muſt look for 4 more re- 


markkable criſis, than any we have yet ſeen. Our 
vices haye ſufficiently procured our weakneſs and 
reproach ; but thanks be to God not yet our 
ruin, And yet his. hand is ſtill againſt us, and 


threatens 4% cut off the herd from the ſtall, When 


his judgments are abroad in the earth, it becomes us to 
learn righteouſneſs. IEP 1 755 

Wherefore from the higheſt to the loweſt let 
us amend our ways, cheriſh and encourage vir- 
tue: and frown upon every inſtance of vice and 
immorality. 8 

Let us do it for our own ſakes, that we might 
ſee good days, and end them in peace and tran- 
quility. . 91755 | 
Let us do it for the ſake of our Poſterity, the 
image of our nature, and heirs of our fortune: 
that we may be built up for generations to come. 
(ur examples will have the greateſt. influence 
upon them. We may poſlibly allow ourſelves in 
ſome freedoms, and at the ſame time preſerve a 
conſciouſneſs of our innocence in them; but we 
do well to conſider, that our young friends are 
judges af qur examples; but not of our inno- 
cence. 

Let us do it for the ſake of our country. We 
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ſhall we fin them away, pull down the pillars of 
liberty, and lay our fences open to the invader os 
the rebel? „ 
Let us do it, fizally, for the ſake of our invalua- 
ble religion, that this token of the divine preſencs 
and favour might continue with us. Its high au- 
thority obliges us, its bleſſings invite us; faith, 
hope, and charity, all unite their efforts to pro- 


cure it. If the proſpect of temporal ruin will 


not move us, yet methinks that of eternal ruin 
ſhould ; for our perſonal actions will be ſubject to 
the examination and ſentence of the laſt, the great 
tribunal. 

To our repentance let us add our prayers for 
every divine bleſſing. Let us pray for the peace 
of our Feruſalem, and the protection of the Britiſb 
throne. Princes have need of our prayers, that 
they might ſuſtain the cares of government, and 
be always enabled to make a right uſe of their 
authority and power. Princes can do a great deal 
towards embarraſſing our affairs, and hazarding 
our conſtitution, And ſince we have a King on 
the throne, who deſerves ſo much of all his ſub- 
jets, whoſe right is unqueſtionable, whoſe reign 
is without violence; who is wiſe, honeſt, brave, 
the Father of his people, we are bound in intereſt 
and gratitude to offer our moſt fervent prayers 
for a bleſſing on his perſon, his family, his coun- 
cils, and his arms. 

To our repentance and prayers let us add our 
charity to the poor ; break off our fins by righteouſ- 
neſs, and our iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor, 
that it might be a lengthening out of our tranquility ?. 
So it becomes us to act, to imitate that mercy, 
we come to aſk for ourſelves, 


Now, 


? Dan. iv, 27, 
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